
ON ARTIFICIAL TEETH.
A writer in Les Noveaux Remedies for Sept. 8, 1894,

says that "the teeth of the Americans are without
doubt the worst in the world." "Also," says this
most interesting person, "this eminently practical
people have long since renounced the employment of
the inferior products furnished by nature, for their
substitute, artificial teeth." The writer then pro-
duces some statistics to show that some 8,000,000
false teeth have been sold in the last year. He also
cites the statistics of M. Max de Nansouty, who has
made a calculation to show the number of pounds of
gold used in filling teeth in the United States. This
amount, he asserts, is not less than 800 kilograms
which represents about 2,500,000 francs. All this
precious metal we are told, "is buried with the Yankees
when they die," and on this assertion this Martinus
Scriblerus splutters, "supposing that this continues
during some hundreds of years, the unpitying statis-
tician estimates that in three centuries, the ceme-

teries of the United States will receive a value of
750,000,000 francs in fine gold, equal to the money
value of the gold which actually circulates in the coun¬

try. There is anew California in prospect for the
gold seekers of the twentieth century!"
We did not need this sneering ebullition to let us

know the great advance America has made in civili¬
zation and in the humanities. The French Govern¬
ment sent one of the best native dentists in Paris to
attend the International Medical Congress of 1887
and to report on the dental schools and the state of
dentistry in the United States. His report was

printed in an elaborate volume entitled "l'Art Den¬
taire des Etats Unis." In that official report, which

is complimentary to the United States in the highest
degree, the writer regrets that France is so far behind
the United States in the dental art. The superiority
of American dentists has been acknowledged by the
world for more than two decades, and an American
dentist (Evans) in Paris received more decorations
of honor than any professional man of his time,
whether in his particular field or out of it.
Nor is this superiority the result of the vast number

of cases of bad teeth, as our contemporary would have
us believe. It is because the Americans have passed
beyond the dentistry of the Middle Ages, and realize
that sound teeth are conducive to longevity. The
filling of teeth is neither new nor peculiar to Amer¬
icans, and it is doubtless true that the ancients un¬

derstood the care of the teeth much better than the
modern French. The third ÜSsculapius is usually
given credit for being the first to extract teeth, but
the Egyptians understood their preservation well,
and Galen introduced into the carious tooth a pellet
of wax for the toothache, and as a permanent cure

he first cleared the cavity with acid and then filled
it with powdered pyrethrum with resin or wax as an

outer covering. Indeed, the ancient Romans took
great care of their teeth, according to Pliny, washing
and rubbing them repeatedly, and as we learn from
Horace (Sat. I.) when they lost them they had them
replaced with ivory teeth, and when loose they bound
them with a thread of gold. Tripoli powder ("red
soda") was much used as a dentifrice,1 and the
ancient surgeons, subsequent to Celsijs, punctured
alveolar abscesses with the red hot iron. The puta¬
tive father of French surgery, Guy de Chauliac, (its
real father was Henri de Mondeville) made a seri¬
ous plaint that the pulling of teeth had been aban¬
doned to barbers and dentists, and he held that the
operation was sufficiently important to be attended
to by physicians, but even Guy recommended the
filling of cavities with aromatics and resinous sub¬
stances. Sprengel asserts that John Arculanus, the
Veronese, (quoted by Rhazes) was the first to use

gold leaf for filling teeth, but judging from the
remarks of our contemporary, his recommendation
fell on stony ground, when it fell in Gaul.
In the matter of the construction of artificial

teeth, ivory was alone used, down to the time of
Antoine Nuck, (he of the Canal) who insisted that
the only proper ivory was from the tusk of the
hippopotamus. Dubois de Chamant (1777) was

probably one of the earliest to use porcelain teeth.
But, like every solid advance in the other branches
of medicine, it has been a slow progress, and the pres¬
ent advanced position has been reached by regular
steps. The country of our contemporary has done
little or nothing in the last century toward the
advancement of this branch of surgery.

1 One can scarcely resist a reference to Catullus' "Upon Egnatius"
and "To the frequenters of a certain Tavern" wherein the dentifrice
used by the Celtiberians is held up to ridicule.
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